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EA—6B modifications

The budget request contained $207.1 million for EA—6B modifications, of which $89.6 million was included for

improved capabilities (ICAP) 111 modification kits, but included no funds to replace the outer wing pand (OWP), or for
the on-board oxygen-generating system (OBOGYS). The Department of the Navy’sfleet of 121 EA—6B arcreft isthe
Department of Defense' s only aircraft configured to provide the dectronic-jamming capability to deny and degrade the

acquistion of friendly forces by enemy ar defense systems.

The ICAP 111 modification sgnificantly improves the EA—6B’ s ability to suppress and destroy modern enemy air

defenses by accurately identifying the specific emitter type, and by providing the enemy emitter’ s range and bearing
thereby dlowing timely employment of suppression or destruction wegpons. The committee notes that both the Chief of
Nava Operations and the Commandant of the Marine Corps have included additiona ICAP 111 modification kits among
their unfunded priorities for fisca year 2004, and therefore recommends an increase of $66.4 million for eight additiond




ICAP Il modification kits. The committee understands that recent EA—6B fatigue life ingpections

have reveded that OWPs are aging more rapidly than expected due to fatigue cracking, and that this Stuation has
prompt-ed the Navy to ground eight of its EA—6Bs in December 2002, and to restrict EA—6B flight operationsin 23
arcraft to lessthan three times the force of gravity, or *‘g's,”’ rather than itsfull operating envelope of 5.5g's. To
restore these aircraft to their full operating envelope, OWPs must be replaced and the committee notes that the Chief of
Nava Operations hasincluded replacement EA—6B OWPs among his unfunded priorities for fiscal year 2004.
Accordingly, the committee recommends an increase of $60.0 million to procure and install 18 OWP sets.

The OBOGS replaces the antiquated liquid oxygen system by creating a continuous supply of bresthing oxygen to
arcrews by using pressurized engine bleed air routed through a molecular Seve which removes nitrogen, yieding 93
percent pure oxygen. The committee understands that the EA—6B is one of two remaining non-OBOGS equipped
carrier wing aircraft, and that additional funds are required in fisca year 2004 to complete non-recurring engineering to
fully integrate OBOGS in the EA—6B. Consequently, the committee recommends an increase of $6.0 million for this
purpose.

In totd, the committee recommends $339.5 million for EA—6B modifications, an increase of $132.4 million.
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EA-6B Ready Room Mission Rehearsal Tralner {(MRT)
{Note: only for software and lerrain database
incorporation into MRT to remaln current with ICAP 111
upgrades)
ALQ-98 Low Band Transmitter (LBT) Antenna Group
{Mote: only to increase operational capability and
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replacement

Page 135, Aircraft Procurement, Navy

EA-& EERIES...... e R R g e L e

Page 258, RDT& E, Navy

EW DEVELOPMENT. ......... R

Page 243, RDT& E, Navy

105 EW DEVELOPMENT
Integrated Defensiva Elsctronic Countermeasures
{IDECM} - continue development tasting
ACETEF and JRAAC (Mote: anly for development of 2
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